


MATWATCHES – FOREIGN LEGION
150 years of Camerone

THE FOREIGN LEGION: COMMEMORATION OF 150 YEARS SINCE THE 
BATTLE OF CAMERONE

The Foreign Legion is, without a doubt, the most prestigious army corps in the French
Army.

The legionnaire’s code of honor, whose motto is “Honor and fidelity”, dictates the behavior of these men 
on a daily basis, both in times of war and in times of peace.

The values that they embody are represented by traditions shown especially through the details of their 
clothing, the specific emblems and symbols, the songs and music.

On the 150th anniversary of the Battle of Camerone, MATWATCHES was honored to be able to 
participate in this event by creating two original watches, one was an automatic taken from a prestige 
series limited to 150 copies and a quartz chronograph with a precision of 1/20th of a second.



THE FOREIGN LEGION: THE PIONEERS OF THE LEGION

The pioneers of the Foreign Legion form a unit of traditions. They parade at the head
of the troops during the parade and wear beards, leather aprons and an axe on their
shoulders.

It is the only unit of this type in service in the French army.

Certain regiments of the Foreign Legion still use, either habitually or permanently, groups of pioneers, 
with the most traditional section found in the 1st foreign regiment of Aubagne.
It is this section which opens the parade of the Legion’s troops during the Military parade on the 14 July It is this section which opens the parade of the Legion’s troops during the Military parade on the 14 July 
on the Champs-Elysees, in Paris. It is also this section which is used, during the commemoration 
ceremonies for the Battle of Camerone, on the 30 April, in the 1st foreign regiment to surround the carrier 
of Captain Danjou’s wooden hand.

If the Legion’s procession is opened by this unit, it is to maintain this tradition of sappers “opening the 
road”, still in front, with difficulty, as an honor. Moreover, it is also a matter of honor for the non 
commissioned officers as it is one of these who parades in front of all the Foreign Legion troops.

The specific dress of the Pioneers:

Axe: this was previously used to break down any obstacles erected by the enemy. Originally, there were 6 pickaxes and 7 hammers.
Leather apron: the apron was initially used as protection against bits of wood being fired at them and to limit the risk of breaking open 
obstacles in the event of flight. It is a fawn color.
Gauntlets: these white gloves with protective sleeves (the cuffs) were used to protect the hands and wrists during combat.
Beard: as the pioneers showed in the first assault, their life expectancy was very short.
Because of this, they had the right, when they left for battle, to avoid shaving and return with beards when they survived. Wearing a Because of this, they had the right, when they left for battle, to avoid shaving and return with beards when they survived. Wearing a 
beard became obligatory in the Foreign Legion, in 1844.



WATCHMAKING TRADITION AND A SYMBOL OF THE TIME

MATWATCHES is an artisanal watchmaking company based in Paris. The idea of creating a watch using 
the codes of the Foreign Legion is the result of the notion of the relationship with time. The tradition of the 
commemoration which has continued for 150 years is the chance to remember that the Legion stands by 
its men throughout time.
We are honored to be able to participate in this event by creating a limited series automatic watch as well 
as a quartz chronograph.

Two distinct series have been researched:

AA prestigious limited edition and official Foreign Legion automatic watch which was inscribed in the 
timeless code of the military watch: leather bracelet, large steel casing, readability and simplicity of the dial, 
with the subtle details of the codes from this elite institution.

A quartz chronograph watch will satisfy a large number of people, both by its functions as by its robustness, 
its military design and its attractive price. 





Delivered in its exclusive box with an additional strap

This watch will be exclusively sold by the website www.merairterre.com on the principle of "first come, first 
served".

The serial number of the automatic watch will be also attributed in the order of the commands.
The subscriptions of the Serial model AG6 Official begin on April 30th, 2013 at noon. Watches will be delivered in 
June, 2013.  

A message signed by the commanding General the foreign Legion reflects this partnership. 
Accompanies each watch numbered and engraved, thus reinforcing the unique character of this 
series.



MATWATCHES TIMER OPS FOREIGN LEGION

Chronograph quartz movement
Reinforced mineral glass
Steel casing 316L treated with PVD
Water resistant to 200m
Dial and hands with Superluminova 
Canvas strap

Delivered in its box with an additionalDelivered in its box with an additional
leather strap

The chronograph quartz is a technical and operational product which is identified by its black steel and its 
black “cordura” strap with its high resistance to shocks, traction, bad weather and extreme conditions. The 
luminous numbers of its dial are developed using Super Luminova and its reinforced glass provides 
readability under any circumstances.

This model was tested to be waterproof at 200 meters thanks to its screw-in crown and its screw back.

FOREIGN LEGION – Timer Ops / Chronograph quartz with a precision of 1/20th of a second.



More information about MATWATCHES
With more than 20 years of experience in the manufacture of mechanical watches, MATWATCHES, a French watch making 
house, specializes in the development of technical watches for military use, constantly tested in the most extreme situations.
Ensuring performance and sustainability, our watches are equipped with the noblest components.
Designed according to very strict specifications, MATWATCHES, with respect for Swiss watch making traditions, manufac-
tures products tested by the elite groups of the army and the police. We design customized series for groups and intervention 
groups acting in the field.

More information about the FOREIGN LEGION
The Foreign Legion is an army corps of French origins.
Formed in 1831 to allow the incorporation of foreign soldiers into the French army, one section of its units, until the end of 
1962 at the end of the colonial period, was part of the 19th army corps, the hub of the African army. The Legionnaires, also 
known as the Kepis Blancs (white Kepis), acquired their prestige during their combat in the battle fields worldwide,
especiallyespecially in the colonial conquests, the two world wars, and the wars of Indochina and Algeria. The Foreign Legion is now 
made up of 11 formations as follows: three infantry regiments of which: 1 is a parachute infantry regiment: the 2nd REP, two 
infantry regiments: the 2nd REI and the 3rd REI (Guyana) as well as the light armored regiment: the 1st REC, two regiments 
of the 1st and 2nd REG, 13th DBLE (Abu Dhabi). The 1st RE is located at Aubagne, training of the 4th RE at Castelnaudary, 
the GRLE for recruitment and training at Nogent sur Marne and the DLME (Mayotte).
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The French army was under siege at Puebla. The Legion’s mission, over one hundred and twenty kilometers, was to ensure 
the movement and safety of the convoys. The 3rd Company of the foreign Regiment was appointed but it did not have any 
available officers. Captain Danjou took command and the sub-lieutenants Maudet, standard bearer, and Vilain, officer, joined 
him voluntarily.

OnOn the 30 April, at 1 a.m., the 3rd company, strengthened with three officers and sixty two soldiers, was en route. It had 
covered about twenty kilometers, when, at 7 a.m., they stopped at Palo Verde to prepare the coffee. Soon after, the enemy 
appeared and the battle began. Captain Danjou, ordered a square formation and, though retreating, he rebuffed several 
cavalry charges, inflicting several heavy losses on the enemy.
MeanwhileMeanwhile the men quickly organized a defense of the inn of Camerone, a Mexican commander, enforcing the numeric supe-
riority, demanded that Captain Danjou meet with him. The Captain replied “We have munitions and we will not surrender”. 
Then, raising his hand, he pledged to fight to the death an oath which was seconded by the men. It was 10 am. Until 6 pm, 
these sixty men, who had had nothing to eat or drink since the previous day, despite the extreme heat, the hunger, the thirst, 
resisted 2000 Mexicans: eight hundred horsemen, one thousand two hundred infantrymen. At midday, Captain Danjou was 
killedkilled by a bullet to his chest. At 2pm, sub-lieutenant Vilain fell, killed by a bullet to his head. At that time, the Mexican colonel 
succeeded in setting fire to the inn.
The Mexicans launched an attack in the gaps that they had managed to open up, but first, Colonel Milan once again sent a 
summons to sub-lieutenant Maudet who rebuffed it with contempt.

The final assault was done. Soon only five men were left with Maudet: Corporal Maine, the Catteau legionnaires, Wensel, 
Constantin, Leonhard. Each of them still had some ammunition; they had fixed bayonets and taking refuge in a corner of the 
court, with their backs to the wall, they faced them. At the signal, they discharged their arms onto the enemy and they moved 
towards them with the bayonets. The sub-lieutenant Maudet and two legionnaires were killed. Maine and his two comrades 
were going to be massacred when a Mexican officer went to them and saved them, He shouted to them “Come here!”.

“We“We will go home if you promise to help and to care for our injured men and if you leave us our arms”. Their bayonets 
remained a threat.

“We cannot refuse men like you!” replied the officer.

The sixty men under Captain Danjou held onto their oath. For 11 hours, they resisted two thousand enemies, having killed 
three hundred and injured many more. By their sacrifice, they had, in saving the convoy, completed their mission which had 
been entrusted to them.

TheThe Emperor Napoleon III decided that the name of Camerone would be inscribed on the flag of the foreign Regiment and 
that, furthermore, the names of Danjou, Vilain and Maudet would be engraved in gold lettering on the walls of the Invalides 
in Paris.
Moreover, a monument was erected in 1892 on the battle field. It bears the inscription:

“They were here less than sixty 
opposed to a whole army 
Its numbers crushed them 
Life rather than courage Life rather than courage 
abandoned these French soldiers at Camerone 
on 30 April 1863 
In their memory, the motherland has erected this monument.”
Since then, whenever Mexican troops pass before the monument, they always present their arms.

More information about the Battle of CAMERONE (official text)




